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Most histories of European appropriation of indigenous territories have, until recently, focused on conquest
and occupation, while relatively little attention has been paid to the history of treaty-making. Yet treaties
were also a means of extending empire. To grasp the extent of European legal engagement with indigenous
peoples, Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900 looks at the history of treaty-
making in European empires (Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, French and British) from the early 17th to the late
19th century, that is, during both stages of European imperialism. While scholars have often dismissed
treaties assuming that they would have been fraudulent or unequal, this book argues that there was more to
the practice of treaty-making than mere commercial and political opportunism. Indeed, treaty-making was
also promoted by Europeans as a more legitimate means of appropriating indigenous sovereignties and
acquiring land than were conquest or occupation, and therefore as a way to reconcile expansion with moral
and juridical legitimacy. As for indigenous peoples, they engaged in treaty-making as a way to further their
interests even if, on the whole, they gained far less than the Europeans from those agreements and often less
than they bargained for. The vexed history of treaty-making presents particular challenges for the great
expectations placed in treaties for the resolution of conflicts over indigenous rights in post-colonial societies.
These hopes are held by both indigenous peoples and representatives of the post-colonial state and yet, both
must come to terms with the complex and troubled history of treaty-making over 300 years of empire.
Empire by Treaty looks at treaty-making in Dutch colonial expansion, the Spanish-Portuguese border in the
Americas, aboriginal land in Canada, French colonial West Africa, and British India.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Wood:

The book Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900 give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900 being your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Empire by Treaty: Negotiating
European Expansion, 1600-1900. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Maureen Bonds:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Empire by Treaty:
Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Brandy Brobst:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900 can be your answer given
it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Harry Baxter:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like
Empire by Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900 which is getting the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's find.
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