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Hokusai is perhaps the Asian artist best known in the West. His influence has extended from the
Impressionists to later modern art and even to commercial design. A few of his works are so frequently
reproduced that they are almost as familiar as the face of the Mona Lisa. Yet the "Great Wave" and the "Red
Fuji" from the Thirty-six Views of Mt. Fuji represent only a tiny action of Hokusai's output. The pages of the
Sketches, with their teeming humanity and their boundless interest in the details of everyday life, give only a
small idea of his true scope. Hokusai's life was characterized by a prodigious energy and productivity that
continued to the end of his ninth decade; his output comprises a correspondingly broad variety of genres and
styles. Despite this, it is still not sufficiently realized just how great is the range, and how many masterpieces
it includes.

The bold compositions and the grasp of essentials seen in the Thirty-six Views find their counterpart in the
masterly monochromes of the One Hundred views of Mt. Fuji. Against the daring simplifications of these
works may be set the elaborate refinement and delicacy seen in many of the surimono prints and books of
illustrated verse. The brilliant coloring and decorative qualities of Hokusai's brush paintings of beautiful
women and legendary subjects are rivalled by the unsurpassed skill in ink drawing found in the best of his
book illustrations, some of which are masterpieces in their own right.

Even the flower-and-bird series and the albums of sketches from life, which might seem to represent
essentially minor genres, provide at their best a sense of color and inventiveness of composition that rival
those of Hokusai's landscapes. On the oilier hand, the interest in human beings and in genre subjects is not
confined to the Sketches and some of the Thirty-six Views, but is apparent again and again in the art
manuals, the book illustrations, and even in a late print series such as the Nurse's Illustrated Hyakunin Isshu.

There are religious pictures and pictures of children and sumo wrestlers; experiments with Western
perspective and with various combinations of style, whether Japanese, Chinese, or Western; moods ranging
from the elegant to the earthy, from the lightly fanciful to the heavily grotesque. Even in his very last years,
Hokusai's unflagging energy was taking him into new realms reaching beyond the ukiyo-e proper.

The aim of this work is to present a more balanced picture of Hokusai's achievement, a selection ranging
over the whole oeuvre that will give some idea of the strength, the delicacy, and the fabulous inventive
powers of this truly universal genius of the ukiyo-e.
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From reader reviews:

Corinne Parsons:

This book untitled Hokusai: Genius of the Japanese Ukiyo-e to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there
is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Alejandro Colon:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Hokusai: Genius of the Japanese Ukiyo-e, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Charlotte Neville:

This Hokusai: Genius of the Japanese Ukiyo-e is great guide for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Hokusai: Genius of the
Japanese Ukiyo-e in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this book already
do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Jennifer Evans:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Hokusai: Genius of the Japanese Ukiyo-e this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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