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This book explores how, and why, the blues became a central component of English popular music in the
1960s. It is commonly known that many 'British invasion' rock bands were heavily influenced by Chicago
and Delta blues styles. But how, exactly, did Britain get the blues? Blues records by African American artists
were released in the United States in substantial numbers between 1920 and the late 1930s, but were sold
primarily to black consumers in large urban centres and the rural south. How, then, in an era before
globalization, when multinational record releases were rare, did English teenagers in the early 1960s
encounter the music of Robert Johnson, Blind Boy Fuller, Memphis Minnie, and Barbecue Bob? Roberta
Schwartz analyses the transmission of blues records to England, from the first recordings to hit English
shores to the end of the sixties. How did the blues, largely banned from the BBC until the mid 1960s,
become popular enough to create a demand for re-released material by American artists? When did the
British blues subculture begin, and how did it develop? Most significantly, how did the music become a part
of the popular consciousness, and how did it change music and expectations? The way that the blues, and
various blues styles, were received by critics is a central concern of the book, as their writings greatly
affected which artists and recordings were distributed and reified, particularly in the early years of the
revival. 'Hot' cultural issues such as authenticity, assimilation, appropriation, and cultural transgression were
also part of the revival; these topics and more were interrogated in music periodicals by critics and fans alike,
even as English musicians began incorporating elements of the blues into their common musical language.
The vinyl record itself, under-represented in previous studies, plays a major part in the story of the blues in
Britain. Not only did recordings shape perceptions and listening habits, but which artists were available at
any given time also had an enormous impact on the British blues. Schwartz maps the influences on British
blues and blues-rock performers and thereby illuminates the stylistic evolution of many genres of British
popular music.
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From reader reviews:

Randell Easley:

This How Britain Got the Blues: The Transmission and Reception of American Blues Style in the United
Kingdom (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this How Britain Got the Blues: The Transmission and Reception of
American Blues Style in the United Kingdom (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series) can be one of many
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this How Britain
Got the Blues: The Transmission and Reception of American Blues Style in the United Kingdom (Ashgate
Popular and Folk Music Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel
in reading.

Joshua Nichols:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely How Britain Got the Blues: The Transmission and Reception of
American Blues Style in the United Kingdom (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series).

Clifford Caldwell:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually How Britain Got the Blues: The Transmission and
Reception of American Blues Style in the United Kingdom (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series). This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kenneth Copeland:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is identified as of book How Britain Got the Blues: The Transmission and Reception of American



Blues Style in the United Kingdom (Ashgate Popular and Folk Music Series). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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