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The first theatrical performance in Australia, the 1788 performance of George Farquhar's play, "The
Recruiting Officer", by the convicts at Sydney Cove on the birthday of King George III was the subject of
Thomas Kenneally's novel, "The Playmaker", and Timber Wertenbaker's inspirational play, "Our Country's
Good," but the first 40 years of European theatre in Australia have never until now been the subject of
intensive inquiry. Robert Jordan brings to life the shadowy figures that created the colony's first
entertainment. These theatres were not, as had been thought, the initiative of soldiers and settlers nostalgic
for home but of hard-living convicts serving time at the end of the world. Here is a society creating its own
rules, its own class system based on enterprise and exploitation. The book analyses the impact on the theatres
of the convicts' tastes and origins, the temperaments of powerful individuals and the shifting views of penal
servitude. As the centres of power changed, the theatres quickly became fields in which battles for
supremacy were fought: between convicts and authority and between friends and enemies of the participants.
A substantial appendix provides biographies of the 42 convicts and soldiers known to have been active in the
theatres before 1800.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Voss:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of The Convict
Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Gene Taylor:

The feeling that you get from The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The Convict
Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 instantly.

Martha Fincher:

Often the book The Convict Theatres of Early Australia, 1788-1840 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Jack Lacasse:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Convict Theatres
of Early Australia, 1788-1840 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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