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At last, a truly comprehensive look at Christmas and all of its customs with its long history around the world.
The World Encyclopedia of Christmas contains articles on the history of Christmas baking, drinking, and
merrymaking, and Christmas dramas, music, literature, art, and films. It includes entries on the evolution of
the Christmas tree and the Christmas card, gift-giving, and decoration of church and home. There are profiles
of the many gift-bringers, from Santa Claus to Babouschka, and miraculous tales of the numerous saints
associated with the season. And there are histories of seasonal celebrations and folk customs around the
world, from the United States to Japan, from Egypt to Iceland.

Who, for example, knew the links between the Punch and Judy show and Christmas? That the medieval
Paradise tree hung with tempting apples was the forerunner of the Christmas tree? About the Peerie Guizers,
who terrorized the Shetland Islands, going door-to-door for Christmas charity? Or what Freudians make of
our interest in Christmas stockings and Santa’s entrance through the chimney? There are detailed accounts of
Wren Boys and Star Boys, mumming and wassailing, the Feast of Fools and the origins of eggnog. And of
course stories of the Nativity and legends of the Magi.

With beautifully illustrated accounts ranging from the pagan roots of Yuletide, through the birth of Christ,
and the long and fascinating history of the festival ever since, The World Encyclopedia of Christmas, is a
rich and continually surprising array of religious and secular history, trivia, literature, and art. This wonderful
book deserves to find a home with every family that celebrates Christmas.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The World Encyclopedia of Christmas.

Sheila Foxworth:

The ability that you get from The World Encyclopedia of Christmas may be the more deep you looking the
information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but The World Encyclopedia of Christmas giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the
idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having that The World Encyclopedia of Christmas instantly.

Ollie Brooks:

This The World Encyclopedia of Christmas are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this The World Encyclopedia of Christmas can be one of several great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual
with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The
World Encyclopedia of Christmas forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Michele Sexton:

The book The World Encyclopedia of Christmas has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
reading this book.
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