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Stories of disasters at sea, whether about Roman triremes, the treasure fleet of the Spanish Main, or great
transatlantic ocean liners, fire the imagination as little else can. From the historical sinkings of the Titanic
and the Lusitania to the recent capsizing of a Mediterranean cruise ship, the study of shipwrecks also makes
for a new and very different understanding of world history. A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks
explores the age-old, immensely hazardous, persistently romantic, and ongoing process of moving people
and goods across the seven seas.

In recounting the stories of ships and the people who made and sailed them, from the earliest craft plying the
ancient Nile to the Exxon Valdez, Stewart Gordon argues that the gradual integration of mainly local and
separate maritime domains into fewer, larger, and more interdependent regions offers a unique perspective
on world history. Gordon draws a number of provocative conclusions from his study, among them that the
European “Age of Exploration” as a singular event is simply a myth: over the millennia, many cultures, east
and west, have explored far-flung maritime worlds, and technologies of shipbuilding and navigation have
been among the main drivers of science and exploration throughout history. In a series of compelling
narratives, A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks shows that the development of institutions and
technologies that made the terrifying oceans familiar and turned unknown seas into well-traveled sea-lanes
matters profoundly in our modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Rodriguez:

This A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This specific A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks without we recognize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry A History of the World in
Sixteen Shipwrecks can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This A History of the World in Sixteen
Shipwrecks having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Deborah Tate:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Abel Mulholland:

Beside this kind of A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
and also read it from right now!

Miranda Durkee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this A History of
the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks.
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