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This eloquent and spirited memoir of a young Jewish girl’s coming of age in Nazi-occupied France recounts
her own family’s difficult and brave survival and portrays as well the love and quiet heroism of her rescuers.
A powerful central figure is Madame Marie Chotel, the Catholic concierge and seamstress who hides seven-
year-old Odette and her mother in her broom closet while police search, who secures the child’s safe haven
in a distant province, and who is cherished by Odette, even in absentia, as her godmother and mentor.

The story unfolds as a drama of many parts, told in a lyrical prose rich with flashes of humor and a startling
perceptivity that takes nothing for granted. Odette is hidden during the occupation, a secret Jew in a remote
and conservative Catholic village. Absorbed in the village’s life, she becomes a fervent Catholic child. When
she returns to Paris, she struggles over her Jewish identity and religion and her fierce nostalgia for the wild
countryside, but she accepts again the secular Judaism of her working-class intellectual parents, immigrants
from Poland who survived the war (though many relatives did not), her father as a French Army prisoner of
war, her mother as a member of the Resistance. And she again finds Madame Marie, who tells her, simply, to
look in her heart. “The world can be confusing, maddening, and a whole city, a whole country can vanish
from one’s life but as long as Madame Marie sits at her sewing machine, everything can be made right
again.”

The story does not close with the war’s end and the departure of fourteen-year-old Odette and her parents for
America. It continues with her search, many years later, for Madame Marie, and with the inscription of the
name of Marie Chotel on the Wall of Righteous Gentiles at the Holocaust Memorial in Washington, D.C.
This memoir is extraordinary not only for its broad historic sensibility but for its fascinating portrait of
wartime France from the unusual perspective of a Jew whose life was permitted to go on.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

This Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan Endowed Series) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This specific Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan Endowed Series) without we understand teach the one
who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Doors to Madame Marie
(McLellan Endowed Series) can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Doors to Madame Marie
(McLellan Endowed Series) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Ann Potter:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan Endowed
Series) book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Robert King:

Precisely why? Because this Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan Endowed Series) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Brent Whitty:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Doors to Madame Marie (McLellan
Endowed Series) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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