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Universities were driving forces of change in late Renaissance Italy. The Gonzaga, the ruling family of
Mantua, had long supported scholarship and dreamed of founding an institution of higher learning within the
city. In the early seventeenth century they joined forces with the Jesuits, a powerful intellectual and religious
force, to found one of the most innovative universities of the time.

Paul F. Grendler provides the first book in any language about the Peaceful University of Mantua, its official
name. He traces the efforts of Duke Ferdinando Gonzaga, a prince savant who debated Galileo, as he made
his family’s dream a reality. Ferdinando negotiated with the Jesuits, recruited professors, and financed the
school. Grendler examines the motivations of the Gonzaga and the Jesuits in the establishment of a joint
civic and Jesuit university.

The University of Mantua lasted only six years, lost during the brutal sack of the city by German troops in
1630. Despite its short life, the university offered original scholarship and teaching. It had the first
professorship of chemistry more than 100 years before any other Italian university. The leading professor of
medicine identified the symptoms of angina pectoris 140 years before an English scholar named the disease.
The star law professor advanced new legal theories while secretly spying for James I of England. The Jesuits
taught humanities, philosophy, and theology in ways both similar to and different from lay professors.

A superlative study of education, politics, and culture in seventeenth-century Italy, this book reconsiders a
period in Italy’s history often characterized as one of feckless rulers and stagnant learning. Thanks to
extensive archival research and a thorough examination of the published works of the university's professors,
Grendler's history tells a new story.
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From reader reviews:

James Fitzgibbons:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is
this The University of Mantua, the Gonzaga, and the Jesuits, 1584-1630.

Charles Howell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The University of Mantua, the Gonzaga, and the Jesuits,
1584-1630 can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Hayden Wolfe:

Why? Because this The University of Mantua, the Gonzaga, and the Jesuits, 1584-1630 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

David Yoon:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The University of Mantua, the Gonzaga, and the Jesuits, 1584-1630. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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