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This volume is the fifth volume of A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings, a project devoted to all Rembrandt’s
paintings. This is the work of ‘The Rembrandt Research Project’, consisting of a group of scholars led since
1993 by Professor Ernst van de Wetering. The project began in 1968 with the aim of separating Rembrandt’s
own paintings from the vast number of Rembrandtesque paintings made by his many apprentices and
followers. Having opted for a chronological approach to the cataloguing of Rembrandt’s paintings (from
1625 till 1642) in the first three volumes, it was decided in 1993 to adopt a thematic approach for further
volumes. This was largely to facilitate the recognition of different hands. The new approach yielded much
more information not only about Rembrandt’s working methods but also about the function and meaning of
his works. This expanded field of view meant that etchings and drawings with similar themes also needed to
be included. In 2005 Volume IV appeared, devoted to Rembrandt’s self-portraits, in painting, etching and
drawing. Volume V consists of a catalogue and analysis of the so-called small-scale history and genre
paintings. That theme was chosen because this type of complex work shows a variety of full-length
protagonists acting in different narrative settings. For this reason, in the 17th century, painting, etching or
drawing biblical and mythological scenes was looked upon as an artist’s greatest challenge. The choice of
this theme proved to be highly fruitful in several ways. Small-scale history pieces reveal Rembrandt’s artistic
ambitions most clearly. They also offer the authors a much more accurate view of the daily routine in
Rembrandt’s studio; his apprentices mostly copied this type of work or used it as a starting point for their
own. As a result it was easier to distinguish the works by the master himself from those of his pupils. All
aspects of the skills necessary to create a pictorial illusion play a part in the creation of small-figured history
paintings. These aspects were referred to as ‘the basis of the noble art of painting’ in Rembrandt’s days. Two
seventeenth century painter/theoreticians discussed these principles systematically in two books which up till
now have only sporadically been consulted in the context of 17th century studio practice. Karel van Mander
wrote his Grond der edel vry schilder-const [Basis of the Art of Painting] in 1604 and Samuel van
Hoogstraten produced his Inleyding tot de hooge schoole der schilderkonst [Academy of Painting] in 1678.
Van Hoogstraten was a pupil of Rembrandt between 1642 and ’48. Comparing the two books and
considering them in relation to Rembrandt’s oeuvre, gradually reveals his original views on painting and
how these had developed during his career. Thus, the authors of this new Volume of A Corpus have gained
an unexpected and profound insight into Rembrandt’s ideas and approach to his art. The ‘basic aspects’ of
painting included the following topics: function and methods of drawing; human proportions; various
positions, poses and gestures of figures; ways of arranging a scene’s protagonists in a composition; facial
expressions of a variety of emotions; light, shadows and reflected light; landscape and animals; draperies and
articles of clothing; methods of painting, and various characteristics and uses of colours. The way these
‘basic aspects’ were selected and dealt with presumed that the more practical side to the art of painting
would be learned by the apprentice in the daily routine of his master’s studio. With the development of art
history in the nineteenth century the ‘basic aspects’ of the art of painting listed above acquired the vague
label of ‘style’. However, the seventeenth century categorization of the ‘basic aspects’ provides a much more
acute means of probing the views and criteria for judging a painting by Rembrandt and his contemporaries
than the concept of ‘style’. Volume V in the series A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings breaks new ground
from the point of view of art history, not only in its approach to Rembrandt as an artist, but more particularly
to his thinking about painting. Moreover, a detailed comparison of Rembrandt’s works and those by his
apprentices who based their works on his, led to a profound and detailed understanding of Rembrandt’s



views on pictorial quality. In art historical literature quality usually does not feature prominently since it is
regarded as being too subjective. This comparative approach, together with the analysis of seventeenth
century categories of thought about painting, have given the research on Rembrandt a new impetus, at the
same time allowing us to see more clearly through seventeenth century eyes. That is why the new volume of
the ‘Corpus’ is an important publication – not only for art historians but also for all who want to fully enjoy
the numerous works of art that date back to the Dutch Golden Age, now scattered in museums around the
world.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Lowery:

The book A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings V: The Small-Scale History Paintings (Rembrandt Research
Project Foundation) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings V: The
Small-Scale History Paintings (Rembrandt Research Project Foundation) to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like start and read a book A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings V: The Small-
Scale History Paintings (Rembrandt Research Project Foundation). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Rex Oswald:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings V: The Small-
Scale History Paintings (Rembrandt Research Project Foundation) is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gabriel Badger:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings V: The Small-Scale History Paintings
(Rembrandt Research Project Foundation) as your daily resource information.

Marge Lee:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings V: The
Small-Scale History Paintings (Rembrandt Research Project Foundation) reserve written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still hesitation A Corpus of Rembrandt Paintings V: The Small-Scale
History Paintings (Rembrandt Research Project Foundation) as good book not merely by the cover but also
from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still



needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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