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". . . Work on as though Heaven were before you and Hell behind you." (From a letter written by Central
Pacific's Collis P. Huntington to his partner, Leland Stanford, dated June 15, 1868 .)

It was the dawn of the Gilded Age; it welded the new western United States to the East with twin bands of
iron; it opened a path for settlement and exploitation, utterly transforming the West as it sealed the doom of
the Plains Indian culture; it was the culmination of the backbreaking work of more than twenty-five thousand
laborers; it was, without a doubt, the century's second most transformative chain of events after the Civil
War. Empire Express is the story of that gigantic enterprise to build a railroad from the Missouri to the
Pacific, which culminated in the driving of the Golden Spike in the Utah desert in 1869 but ended in
pervasive national scandals just four years later. It is also about the building of the enterprise known as the
United States of America.

Spanning three dramatic decades, during which America effectively doubled in size, dreamed of glories upon
the world's stage, fought three wars, and began to discover itself, Empire Express reads like a novel--
colorful, lively, extremely dramatic--a page-turner, told from the points of view of participants. It draws on
original sources as no previous chronicle has done--thousands of pages of handwritten letters, diaries,
telegrams, and an array of biographical and historical works. Empire Express is also the first book to treat the
building of the railroad in context, intrinsically connected to larger or distant events, part of a much larger,
national picture viewed through a clear, discerning wide-angle lens.

As with the best of David McCullough's histories of the Brooklyn Bridge and the Panama Canal, Shelby
Foote's The Civil War and Stephen Ambrose's Undaunted Courage, Empire Express offers a compelling,
personality-filled story of one of America's most triumphant undertakings--history reading at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Lipman:

This Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be
worry Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad can bring whenever you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad having great arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Holly Sheehan:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Empire Express:
Building the First Transcontinental Railroad.

Jean McCallum:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Empire Express: Building the
First Transcontinental Railroad that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental
Railroad become your own personal starter.

Julia Watkins:

The book untitled Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more



your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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