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In the religious systems of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Mediterranean, gods and demigods were
neither abstract nor distant, but communicated with mankind through signs and active intervention. Men and
women were thus eager to interpret, appeal to, and even control the gods and their agents. In Prayer, Magic,
and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World, a distinguished array of scholars explores the many
ways in which people in the ancient world sought to gain access to-or, in some cases, to bind or escape from-
the divine powers of heaven and earth.

Grounded in a variety of disciplines, including Assyriology, Classics, and early Islamic history, the fifteen
essays in this volume cover a broad geographic area: Greece, Egypt, Syria-Palestine, Mesopotamia, and
Persia. Topics include celestial divination in early Mesopotamia, the civic festivals of classical Athens, and
Christian magical papyri from Coptic Egypt. Moving forward to Late Antiquity, we see how Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam each incorporated many aspects of ancient Near Eastern and Graeco-Roman religion
into their own prayers, rituals, and conceptions. Even if they no longer conceived of the sun, moon, and the
stars as eternal or divine, Christians, Jews, and Muslims often continued to study the movements of the
heavens as a map on which divine power could be read.

The reader already familiar with studies of ancient religion will find in Prayer, Magic, and the Stars both old
friends and new faces. Contributors include Gideon Bohak, Nicola Denzey, Jacco Dieleman, Radcliffe
Edmonds, Marvin Meyer, Michael G. Morony, Ian Moyer, Francesca Rochberg, Jonathan Z. Smith, Mark S.
Smith, Peter Struck, Michael Swartz, and Kasia Szpakowska.

Published as part of Penn State's Magic in History series, Prayer, Magic, and the Stars appears at a time of
renewed interest in divination and occult practices in the ancient world. It will interest a wide audience in the
field of comparative religion as well as students of the ancient world and late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Tomczak:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in
the Ancient and Late Antique World book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Barbie Brookins:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Prayer,
Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World.

Joseph Wilds:

The actual book Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in the Ancient and Late Antique World has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Marilyn Urquhart:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Prayer, Magic, and the Stars in
the Ancient and Late Antique World, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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