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It is communion Sunday at a mixed-race church. A black pastor and white head elder stand before the
sanctuary as lay leaders pass out the host. An African-American woman sings a gospel song as a woman of
Asian descent plays the piano. Then a black woman in the congregation throws her hands up and yells, over
and over, "Thank you Lawd!" A few other African-Americans in the pews say "Amen," while white
parishioners sit stone-faced. The befuddled white head elder reads aloud from the Bible, his soft voice
drowned out by the shouts of praise. Even in this proudly interracial church, America's racial divide is a
constant presence.

In The Elusive Dream, Korie L. Edwards presents the surprising results of an in-depth study of interracial
churches: they help perpetuate the very racial inequality they aim to abolish. To arrive at this conclusion, she
combines a nuanced analysis of national survey data with an in-depth examination of one particular church.
She shows that mixed-race churches adhere strongly to white norms. African Americans in multiracial
settings adapt their behavior to make white congregants comfortable. Behavior that white worshipers
perceive as out of bounds is felt by blacks as too limiting. Yet to make interracial churches work, blacks
must adjust their behavior to accommodate the predilections of whites. They conform to white expectations
in church just as they do elsewhere.

Thorough, incisive, and surprising, The Elusive Dream raises provocative questions about the ongoing
problem of race in the national culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kimi Frantz:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Elusive Dream: The Power of Race in
Interracial Churches book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Pasko:

This book untitled The Elusive Dream: The Power of Race in Interracial Churches to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Jose Chapman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option
to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled The Elusive Dream: The Power of Race
in Interracial Churches can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ruth Vazquez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Elusive Dream: The Power of Race in Interracial Churches your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The The Elusive Dream: The Power of Race in Interracial Churches
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information
for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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