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Why do humans, uniquely among animals, cooperate in large numbers to advance projects for the common
good? Contrary to the conventional wisdom in biology and economics, this generous and civic-minded
behavior is widespread and cannot be explained simply by far-sighted self-interest or a desire to help close
genealogical kin.

In A Cooperative Species, Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis--pioneers in the new experimental and
evolutionary science of human behavior--show that the central issue is not why selfish people act generously,
but instead how genetic and cultural evolution has produced a species in which substantial numbers make
sacrifices to uphold ethical norms and to help even total strangers.

The authors describe how, for thousands of generations, cooperation with fellow group members has been
essential to survival. Groups that created institutions to protect the civic-minded from exploitation by the
selfish flourished and prevailed in conflicts with less cooperative groups. Key to this process was the
evolution of social emotions such as shame and guilt, and our capacity to internalize social norms so that
acting ethically became a personal goal rather than simply a prudent way to avoid punishment.

Using experimental, archaeological, genetic, and ethnographic data to calibrate models of the coevolution of
genes and culture as well as prehistoric warfare and other forms of group competition, A Cooperative Species
provides a compelling and novel account of how humans came to be moral and cooperative.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its
Evolution it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book provides high quality.

Heather Reader:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution.

Susan Hare:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity
and Its Evolution.

Janice Wilson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution when you desired it?
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