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Many of the world’s major cities sprang up on the banks of rivers. Used for water, food, irrigation,
transportation, and power, rivers sustain life and connect the world together, but most of us think of them
simply as waterways that must be crossed on the way to another place. Using four European and two North
American rivers as examples, A Story of Six Rivers considers the place of rivers in our world and emphasizes
the inextricable links between history, culture, and ecology.
 
Peter Coates explores six rivers, chosen as examples of the types of rivers found on the planet: the Danube,
the second-longest river in Europe; the Spree, which flows through Berlin; the Po, which cuts eastward
across northern Italy; the Mersey in northwest England; the Yukon, which runs through Canada and Alaska;
and the Los Angeles in California. Creating a series of river biographies, Coates gives voice to each of these
bodies of water, exploring how rivers nurture us, provide cultural and economic opportunities, and pose
threats to our everyday lives. He challenges recent narratives that paint rivers as the victims of abuse,
pollution, and damage at the hands of humans, focusing on change rather than devastation. Describing how
humans and rivers form a symbiotic—and sometimes mutually destructive—relationship, Coates argues that
rivers illustrate the limits of human authority and that their capacity to inspire us is as strong as our ability to
pollute them.
 
An intimate portrait of the way these bodies of water inform our lives, A Story of Six Rivers will make us
reconsider the streams and tributaries we traverse each day.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

Typically the book A Story of Six Rivers: History, Culture and Ecology will bring you to the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suitable to you. The book A Story of Six Rivers: History, Culture and Ecology is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Velma Stuart:

The guide with title A Story of Six Rivers: History, Culture and Ecology contains a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Roxanne Harrelson:

A Story of Six Rivers: History, Culture and Ecology can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing A Story of Six Rivers: History, Culture
and Ecology however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Theo Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Story of Six Rivers: History,
Culture and Ecology publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty A Story of Six Rivers:
History, Culture and Ecology as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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