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 From famous legends to embellished truths to outright fabrications, Death by Petticoat debunks myths from
American history in witty, entertaining narratives that shed light on the real truth about the past.  

Every day stories from American history that are not true are repeated in museums and classrooms across the
country. Some are outright fabrications; others contain a kernel of truth that has been embellished over the
years. Collaborating with The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Mary Miley Theobald has uncovered the
truth behind many widely repeated myth-understandings in our history in Death by Petticoat including:

* Hat makers really were driven mad. They were poisoned by the mercury used in making hats from furs.
Their symptoms included hallucinations, tremors, and twitching, which looked like insanity to people of the
17th and 18th centuries--and the phrase "mad as a hatter" came about.

* The idea that portrait painters gave discounts if their subjects posed with one hand inside the vest (so they
didn't have to paint fingers and leading to the saying that something "costs an arm and a leg") is strictly
myth. It isn't likely that Napoleon, King George III, or George Washington were concerned about getting a
discount from their portrait painters.

Pregnant women secluded themselves indoors, uneven stairs were made to trip up burglars, people bathed
once a year, women had tiny waists, apprenticeships lasted seven years--Death by Petticoat reveals the truth
about these hysterical historical myth-understandings.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemary Lafleur:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Death by Petticoat: American History Myths
Debunked to read.

Daryl Steele:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Death
by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Junior Price:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Death by Petticoat: American
History Myths Debunked that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Death by Petticoat: American History Myths
Debunked become your own starter.

Neil Nilsson:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book
Death by Petticoat: American History Myths Debunked we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Death by Petticoat: American History



Myths Debunked. You can more attractive than now.
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