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One of the most important Central European philosophers of this century, Jan Patocka (1907-77) was a
student and heir of Masaryk, Husserl, and Heidegger as well as a philosopher and historian of ideas in his
own right. Patocka, who was forced to retire prematurely from Charles University in Prague for his political
convictions, died of a brain hemorrhage while under Czech police interrogation for having signed the human
rights manifesto Charta 77. Although many of his works are available in French and German, in this volume
Erazim Kohák has translated Patocka's central philosophical texts into English for the first time.

As a student and personal friend of Husserl, Patocka was keenly aware of the focal role of reason in the
constitution of experienced reality. Simultaneously, as a student of Heidegger, he was no less aware of the
irreducible autonomy of that reality. This double recognition led Patocka on a lifelong philosophical quest
for a synthesis that would bridge modernity's split between the freedom of humans and the givenness of the
world and, more broadly, between the Enlightenment and romanticism. For the philosophical reader,
Patocka's perceptive writings provide the most helpful key to understanding the basic modern dialogue acted
out by Husserl and Heidegger. Yet Patocka, widely respected for his writings on culture and the arts as well
as for his studies of J. A. Comenius and the history of science, offers much more: a comprehensive attempt
to come to terms with our intellectual heritage and our divided present.

Kohák, as well as translating the writings, provides a comprehensive introduction, covering the full scope of
Patocka's thought, and a complete bibliography of his writings. The result is an intellectually rich volume
equally well suited as an introduction to Patocka, an advanced study in phenomenology, and a historical
insight into philosophy behind the Iron Curtain since 1938.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Hernandez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Jan
Patocka: Philosophy and Selected Writings is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Gregory Jones:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Jan Patocka: Philosophy
and Selected Writings suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Jan Patocka: Philosophy and Selected Writingsis the main of several books that
everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

George Bolin:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Jan Patocka: Philosophy and Selected Writings provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Clark Abeyta:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book Jan
Patocka: Philosophy and Selected Writings. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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