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In a book now marked by both critical acclaim and cross-cultural controversy, Jeffrey J. Kripal explores the
life and teachings of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, a nineteenth-century Bengali saint who played a major role
in the creation of modern Hinduism. Through extended textual and symbolic analyses of Ramakrishna's
censored "secret talk," Kripal demonstrates that the saint's famous ecstatic and visionary experiences were
driven by mystico-erotic energies that he neither fully accepted nor understood. The result is a striking new
vision of Ramakrishna as a conflicted, homoerotic Tantric mystic that is as complex as it is clear and as
sympathetic to the historical Ramakrishna as it is critical of his traditional portraits.

In a substantial new preface to this second edition, Kripal answers his critics, addresses the controversy the
book has generated in India, and traces the genealogy of his work in the history of psychoanalytic discourse
on mysticism, Hinduism, and Ramakrishna himself. Kali's Child has already proven to be provocative,
groundbreaking, and immensely enjoyable.

"Only a few books make such a major contribution to their field that from the moment of publication things
are never quite the same again. Kali's Child is such a book."—John Stratton Hawley, History of Religions

Winner of the American Academy of Religion's History of Religions Prize for the Best First Book of 1995
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From reader reviews:

Heather Sessoms:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Kali's Child: The
Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and Teachings of Ramakrishna? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Loren Parker:

The guide untitled Kali's Child: The Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and Teachings of Ramakrishna is the
publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Kali's Child: The Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and
Teachings of Ramakrishna from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Harry Blalock:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Kali's Child: The Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and Teachings of Ramakrishna. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.

Danielle Burdette:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Kali's Child: The Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and Teachings of Ramakrishna
we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must like to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life at this time book Kali's Child: The Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and Teachings of
Ramakrishna. You can more inviting than now.
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