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This book tells captivating stories of misadventures of two renowned theoretical physicistsin the Soviet
Union. Thefirst part is devoted to Friedrich (Fritz) Houtermans, an outstanding Dutch—-Austrian—German
physicist who was the first to suggest that the source of stars' energy is thermonuclear fusion, and also made
anumber of other important contributions to cosmochemistry and geochemistry. In 1935, Houtermans, a
German communist, in an attempt to save his life from Hilter's Gestapo, fled to the Soviet Union. He took up
an appointment at the Kharkov Physico-Technical Institute, working there for two years with the Russian
physicist Vaentin P Fomin. In the Great Purge of 1937, Houtermans was arrested in December by the
NKVD (Soviet Secret Police, KGB's predecessor). He was tortured, and confessed to being a Trotskyist
plotter and German spy, out of fear of threats against his wife Charlotte. However, Charlotte had already
escaped from the Soviet Union to Denmark, after which she went to England and finally the USA. Asa
result of the Hilter—Stalin Pact of 1939, Houtermans was turned over to the Gestapo in May 1940 and
imprisoned in Berlin.

The second part consists of two essays that narrate the life story of Y uri Golfand, one of the codiscoverers of
supersymmetry, a major discovery in theoretical physicsin the 20th century. In 1973, just two years after the
publication of his seminal paper, he was fired from the Lebedev Physics Institute in Moscow. Because of his
Jewish origin he could find no job. Under such circumstances, he applied for an exit visato Isragl, but his
application was denied. Y uri Golfand became a refusnik and joined the Human rights movement, along with
two other prominent physicists, Andrei Sakharov and Y uri Orlov. To earn hisliving, he had to do manual
work, repeatedly being intimidated by KGB. Only 18 years later, shortly before the demise of the Soviet
Union, did he obtain permission to leave the country, emigrating to Israel in 1990.

These personal life stories of two outstanding theorists are interwined with the tragedies of the 20th century
and make for compelling reading.

Readership: Students, teachers, physicists and historians of science interested in the dramatic events of the
20th century events.
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From reader reviews:
CurtisLocke:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent al their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Physicsin aMad
World? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou aready know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Enoch Dutton:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games al day long. If you want to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read a new
book. It isredly funin your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading
aguide. The book Physicsin aMad World it is rather good to read. There are alot of individuals who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Diana Gum:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So, once we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is Physicsin aMad World.

Jason Bradley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Physicsin a Mad World why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. Theinside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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