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"The tasks which fill'd beginners with dismayThis little book has banish'd clear away."John Napier had
already discovered and published an epochmaking treatise on logarithms when in 1617 he turned to
"rabdology" or rod-reckoning as yet another means by which to confront the problem of simplifying the huge
calculations involved in multiplication, division, and the extraction of roots. This first English translation of
Napier's Rabdologia provides a clear and readable introduction to a group of physical calculating devices,
which, long overshadowed by Napier's logarithms, have their own intrinsic interest and charm. Book I
describes the first device, a set of rods known as "Napier's Bones," which were inscribed with numbers
forming multiplication tables and used in conjunction with pencil and paper. Book 11 presents a series of
simple calculations that readers can solve by using the rods, and a series of tables of ratios useful for
division. Napier then describes the second mechanical device for calculation, a forerunner of the modern
calculator that he named promptuary or "place where things are stored ready for use." The third device,
similar to a chessboard, allowed calculations to be performed by moving counters around the squares.
Observing that the numbers had to be represented in what would now be called binary form, Napier provides
instructions for changing from ordinary to binary numbers and back again, a method that worked equally
well for multiplication and division and that had a particularly elegant symmetry when applied to the
extraction of square roots.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get just before. The Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) giving you one more experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

James Edwards:

Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute
Reprint) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial contemplating.

Michele Stein:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) why because the
great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Joshua Dunleavy:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Rabdology (Charles Babbage Institute Reprint) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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