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For many commentators, September 11 inaugurated a new era of fear. But as Corey Robin shows in his
unsettling tour of the Western imagination--the first intellectual history of its kind--fear has shaped our
politics and culture since time immemorial.
From the Garden of Eden to the Gulag Archipelago to today's headlines, Robin traces our growing
fascination with political danger and disaster. As our faith in positive political principles recedes, he argues,
we turn to fear as the justifying language of public life. We may not know the good, but we do know the bad.
So we cling to fear, abandoning the quest for justice, equality, and freedom. But as fear becomes our
intimate, we understand it less. In a startling reexamination of fear's greatest modern interpreters--Hobbes,
Montesquieu, Tocqueville, and Arendt--Robin finds that writers since the eighteenth century have
systematically obscured fear's political dimensions, diverting attention from the public and private authorities
who sponsor and benefit from it. For fear, Robin insists, is an exemplary instrument of repression--in the
public and private sector. Nowhere is this politically repressive fear--and its evasion--more evident than in
contemporary America. In his final chapters, Robin accuses our leading scholars and critics of ignoring
"Fear, American Style," which, as he shows, is the fruit of our most prized inheritances--the Constitution and
the free market.
With danger playing an increasing role in our daily lives and justifying a growing number of government
policies, Robin's Fear offers a bracing, and necessary, antidote to our contemporary culture of fear.
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From reader reviews:

April Wages:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need this Fear: The History of a Political Idea to read.

Sandra Maes:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book.
One of them is this Fear: The History of a Political Idea.

Michael Hale:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Fear: The History of a Political
Idea which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Harvey Sanchez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Fear: The History of a Political Idea was vibrant and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Fear: The History of a Political Idea has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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