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For the past forty years the content of comic books has been governed by an industry self-regulatory code
adopted by publishers in 1954 in response to public and governmental pressure.

This book examines why comic books were the subject of controversy, beginning with objections that
surfaced shortly after the introduction of modern comic books in the mid-1930s, when parents and teachers
accused comic books of contaminating children's culture and luring children away from more appropriate
reading material.

It traces how, in the years following World War II, the criticism of comic books shifted to their content, and
the reading of comic books became linked with the rise of juvenile delinquency. This resulted in attempts at
the local, state, and national level to ban or license comic book sales.

A major figure in the crusade against comic books was the psychiatrist Dr. Fredric Wertham. While he
played a significant role in the postwar attack on comics, his accusations against the comic book industry
have been misunderstood by comic book fans and media scholars alike. They have accused him of being a
naive social scientist who saw direct causal links between the reading of comic books and delinquency. In
fact, Seal of Approval shows that Wertham's work is much better understood in the intellectual tradition of
media criticism of the Frankfurt school and their critique of mass culture.

The negative publicity aroused by the controversy, coupled with fears that the government would pass
censorship legislation, led publishers to adopt the self-regulatory code. It has been changed only twice, once
in 1971 and again in 1989.

The legacy of the comics code is that it continues to define the comic book medium as essentially juvenile
literature. While the code offers protection against those who attack the media (and not just comic books), it
also reaffirms the public perception of comic books as children's fare. As a result, the comic book has yet to
achieve legitimation as a unique form of expression that blends words and pictures in a way that no other
medium can duplicate.

In tracing the evolution of the controversy and the resulting code Seal of Approval examines important issues
about children, media effects, and censorship. It is the first book-length scholarly study of this period of
comic book history.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

This book untitled Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular Culture) to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it
by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Dean Green:

This Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular Culture) is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular
Culture) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Amber Tyson:

You can get this Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular Culture) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.

Lisa Robinson:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular Culture). You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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