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Although the pictogram-only narrative in Xu Bing's Book from the Ground can be read by anyone, there is
much more to the story of Xu Bing's wordless book than can be gleaned from icons alone. This companion
volume to Book from the Ground chronicles the entire project, mapping the history of Xu Bing's novel
creation from inspiration to exhibition to publication. In the 1980s, Xu Bing created Book from the Sky.
Using garbled and nonsensical faux-Chinese characters, this installation expressed Xu's doubts about written
language and provoked questions about the Chinese language. Thirty years later, with Book from the
Ground, the artist expresses his hope for a single, universally understood language. Inspired by airport signs
that communicate instantaneously through images--directing a temporary community of modern nomads
where to eat, shop, sit, and find a bathroom--Xu began to collect images, icons, and logos from which he
could construct a story. This book describes Xu's research, showing notebook pages and bulletin boards full
of clipped-out images; offers commentary by the artist and discussions of reading, alphabets and languages;
documents, with text and photographs, exhibitions and installations connected to the work (including a Book
from the Ground pop-up concept store); provides a list of works; describes Xu's "icon lab"; and "translates"
Xu's pictographic narrative into English.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Book about Xu Bing's
Book from the Ground to read.

Daniel Bravo:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Book about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground book is readable by you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with The Book
about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking The Book about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Barbara Folsom:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Book about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Rachel Wessels:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Book about Xu Bing's Book from the Ground when you required it?
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