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In the 1830s, the French aristocrat Alexis de Tocqueville warned that "insufferable despotism" would prevail
if America ever acquired a national administrative state. Today's Tea Partiers evidently believe that, after a
great wrong turn in the early twentieth century, Tocqueville's nightmare has come true. In those years, it
seems, a group of radicals, seduced by alien ideologies, created vast bureaucracies that continue to trample
on individual freedom.

In Tocqueville's Nightmare, Daniel R. Ernst destroys this ahistorical and simplistic narrative. He shows that,
in fact, the nation's best corporate lawyers were among the creators of "commission government" that
supporters were more interested in purging government of corruption than creating a socialist utopia, and
that the principles of individual rights, limited government, and due process were built into the
administrative state. Far from following "un-American" models, American state-builders rejected the leading
European scheme for constraining government, the Rechtsstaat (a state of rules). Instead, they looked to an
Anglo-American tradition that equated the rule of law with the rule of courts and counted on judges to
review the bases for administrators' decisions. Soon, however, even judges realized that strict judicial review
shifted to courts decisions best left to experts. The most masterful judges, including Charles Evans Hughes,
Chief Justice of the United States from 1930 to 1941, ultimately decided that a "day in court" was
unnecessary if individuals had already had a "day in commission" where the fundamentals of due process
and fair play prevailed. This procedural notion of the rule of law not only solved the judges' puzzle of
reconciling bureaucracy and freedom. It also assured lawyers that their expertise in the ways of the courts
would remain valuable, and professional politicians that presidents would not use administratively
distributed largess as an independent source of political power.

Tocqueville's nightmare has not come to pass. Instead, the American administrative state is a restrained and
elegant solution to a thorny problem, and it remains in place to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

The book Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide Tocqueville's
Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Phyllis Baudoin:

This Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 are usually reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Tocqueville's Nightmare:
The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Tocqueville's Nightmare: The
Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Thomas Obrien:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline
Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 suitable to you? Often
the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Tocqueville's Nightmare: The
Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940is the one of several books which everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so
all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Patty Shield:

Why? Because this Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the



meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.
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