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Early Christians spoke about themselves as resident aliens, strangers, and sojourners, asserting that otherness
is a fundamental part of being Christian. But why did they do so and to what ends? How did Christians'
claims to foreign status situate them with respect to each other and to the larger Roman world as the new
movement grew and struggled to make sense of its own boundaries?

Aliens and Sojourners argues that the claim to alien status is not a transparent one. Instead, Benjamin
Dunning contends, it shaped a rich, pervasive, variegated discourse of identity in early Christianity. Resident
aliens and foreigners had long occupied a conflicted space of both repulsion and desire in ancient thinking.
Dunning demonstrates how Christians and others in antiquity capitalized on this tension, refiguring the
resident alien as being of a compelling doubleness, simultaneously marginal and potent. Early Christians, he
argues, used this refiguration to render Christian identity legible, distinct, and even desirable among the vast
range of social and religious identities and practices that proliferated in the ancient Mediterranean.

Through close readings of ancient Christian texts such as Hebrews, 1 Peter, the Shepherd of Hermas, and the
Epistle to Diognetus, Dunning examines the markedly different ways that Christians used the language of
their own marginality, articulating a range of options for what it means to be Christian in relation to the
Roman social order. His conclusions have implications not only for the study of late antiquity but also for
understanding the rhetorics of religious alienation more broadly, both in the ancient world and today.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Farrell:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Aliens
and Sojourners: Self as Other in Early Christianity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) to read.

Chad Smith:

This book untitled Aliens and Sojourners: Self as Other in Early Christianity (Divinations: Rereading Late
Ancient Religion) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order
it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book
from your list.

Steven Jones:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Aliens and Sojourners: Self as Other in Early Christianity (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Gail Blakely:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be read.
Aliens and Sojourners: Self as Other in Early Christianity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)
can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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