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Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War explores gender, age, and Confederate identity
by examining the lives of teenage daughters of Southern slaveholding, secessionist families. These young
women clung tenaciously to the gender ideals that upheld marriage and motherhood as the fulfillment of
female duty and to the racial order of the slaveholding South, an institution that defined their status and
afforded them material privileges. Author Victoria E. Ott discusses how the loyalty of young Southern
women to the fledgling nation, born out of a conservative movement to preserve the status quo, brought them
into new areas of work, new types of civic activism, and new rituals of courtship during the Civil War.

Social norms for daughters of the elite, their preparation for their roles as Southern women, and their
material and emotional connections to the slaveholding class changed drastically during the Civil War. When
differences between the North and South proved irreconcilable, Southern daughters demonstrated
extraordinary agency in seeking to protect their futures as wives, mothers, and slaveholders.

From a position of young womanhood and privilege, they threw their support behind the movement to create
a Confederate identity, which was in turn shaped by their participation in the secession movement and the
war effort. Their political engagement is evident from their knowledge of military battles, and was expressed
through their clothing, social activities, relationships with peers, and interactions with Union soldiers.

Confederate Daughters also reveals how these young women, in an effort to sustain their families throughout
the war, adjusted to new domestic duties, confronting the loss of slaves and other financial hardships by
seeking paid work outside their homes.

Drawing on their personal and published recollections of the war, slavery, and the Old South, Ott argues that
young women created a unique female identity different from that of older Southern women, the Confederate
bellehood. This transformative female identity was an important aspect of the Lost Cause mythology—the
version of the conflict that focused on Southern nationalism—and bridged the cultural gap between the
antebellum and postbellum periods.

Augmented by eighteen illustrations, this book offers a generational understanding of the transitional nature
of wartime and its effects on women’s self-perceptions. Confederate Daughters identifies the experiences of
these teenage daughters as making a significant contribution to the new woman in the New South.   
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Albright:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during
the Civil War to read.

Ricardo Kiernan:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age
during the Civil War book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Deborah Fishman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War, you can tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Lola Behrendt:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War when you
essential it?
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