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An acclaimed scholar tackles his greatest historical puzzle yet?his own abused past and tortured
memory

Born in Louisiana to a soon-to-be absent father and an alcoholic mother?who tried to drown him in a bathtub
when he was three?Clifton Crais spent his childhood perched beside his mother on a too-tall bar stool, living
with relatives too old or infirmed to care for him, or rambling on his own through New Orleans, a city both
haunted and created by memory.

Indeed, it is memory?both elusive and essential?that forms the center of Crais’s beautifully rendered memoir
History Lessons. In an effort to restore his own, Crais brings the tools of his formal training as a historian to
bear on himself and his family. He interviews his sisters and his mother, revisits childhood homes and pores
over documentary evidence: plane tickets, postmarks, court and medical records, crumbling photo albums.
Probing family lore, pushing past silences and exhuming long-buried family secrets, he arrives, ultimately, at
the deepest reaches of the brain. Crais examines the science of memory and forgetting, from the ways in
which experience shapes the developing brain to the mechanisms that cause the chronic childhood
amnesia?the most common and least understood form of amnesia?from which he suffers.

Part memoir, part narrative science and part historical detective story, History Lessons is a provocative,
exquisitely crafted investigation into what it means to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what type you should start with. This History Lessons: A Memoir of Madness, Memory, and
the Brain is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Robert Fox:

The book with title History Lessons: A Memoir of Madness, Memory, and the Brain includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Kaye Hensley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book History Lessons: A Memoir of Madness, Memory, and
the Brain was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book History Lessons: A
Memoir of Madness, Memory, and the Brain has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update
concerning something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your
object. One of them is actually History Lessons: A Memoir of Madness, Memory, and the Brain.
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