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These thirteen essays explore a crucial historical question that has been notoriously hard to pin down: To
what extent, and by what means, does a society's technology determine its political, social, economic, and
cultural forms?Karl Marx launched the modern debate on determinism with his provocative remark that "the
hand-mill gives you society with the feudal lord; the steam-mill, society with the industrial capitalist," and a
classic article by Robert Heilbroner (reprinted here) renewed the debate within the context of the history of
technology. This book clarifies the debate and carries it forward.Marx's position has become embedded in
our culture, in the form of constant reminders as to how our fast-changing technologies will alter our lives.
Yet historians who have looked closely at where technologies really come from generally support the
proposition that technologies are not autonomous but are social products, susceptible to democratic controls.
The issue is crucial for democratic theory. These essays tackle it head-on, offering a deep look at all the
shadings of determinism and assessing determinist models in a wide variety of historical
contexts.Contributors : Bruce Bimber. Richard W. Bulliet. Robert L. Heilbroner. Thomas P. Hughes. Leo
Marx. Thomas J. Misa. Peter C. Perdue. Philip Scranton. Merritt Roe Smith. Michael L. Smith. John M.
Staudenmaier. Rosalind Williams.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Does
Technology Drive History?: The Dilemma of Technological Determinism suitable to you? The actual book
was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Does Technology Drive History?: The
Dilemma of Technological Determinismis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world with this book.

Eula Hunter:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Does Technology Drive History?:
The Dilemma of Technological Determinism that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Does Technology Drive History?: The Dilemma of
Technological Determinism become your own starter.

James Brady:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal
with may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not
seeing that fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Does Technology Drive
History?: The Dilemma of Technological Determinism why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Alejandro Wisdom:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Does Technology Drive History?: The Dilemma of Technological Determinism can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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