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Seminar paper from the year 2015 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, LMU Munich
(Department of American Literature), course: Literature and Photography, language: English, abstract: In
1936 Fortune Magazine asked James Agee and Walker Evans to write an article about the living conditions
of farming families in the countryside of the Middle South of the United States.
After it refused to print their article, they decided to compile a book out of Evans’ documentary photographs
and Agee’s descriptive words in order to deliver an authentic insight into the hard-working poor life of farm
workers through living with “three representative white tenant families.”

When first looking at Walker Evans’ photographs in "Let Us Now Praise Famous Men" taken in times of
postmodernism, the picture of a pair of boots catches the eye immediately, due to the incontrovertible
similarity to a “remarkable still life painting” of modernist times: Vincent van Gogh’s canvas a pair of boots.
As this piece of painted art inherits a pool of possible interpretations, it is worth attempting to analyze the
possible meanings of it, its adaption by Walker Evans, as well as the vibrant still life descriptions given by
James Agee in "Let Us Now Praise Famous Men".

After analyzing and comparing the variety of interpretations of Vincent van Gogh’s painting from 1887 to
Walker Evans’ photographic adaption from 1938 to clarify in what way the photograph a pair of shoes is an
adaption of Van Gogh’s modernist still life, a couple of chosen written still life descriptions given by James
Agee will be analyzed.

The goal of this analysis is to compile the variety of interpretations of certain daily used items by the farm-
workers, in order to grasp the poor tenants’ families’ lives better and the intentions behind Agee’s detailed
descriptions.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Still Lives in "Let Us
Now Praise Famous Men" and their Possible Meanings book because this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Araceli Burns:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Still Lives in "Let
Us Now Praise Famous Men" and their Possible Meanings.

John Day:

The book Still Lives in "Let Us Now Praise Famous Men" and their Possible Meanings has a lot info on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Justin Tapscott:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Still Lives in "Let Us Now Praise Famous
Men" and their Possible Meanings, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.
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