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The American Mayor offers a unique ranking of the nation's big-city mayors by expert scholars. Although
the mayoralty is one of the most important political executive offices, it has escaped the kind of evaluations
by which scholars have ranked American presidents. Now, thanks to Melvin Holli, we have a comparable
survey of the "best" and "worst" mayors, covering some 730 mayors from the big-fifteen cities, from the
beginning of the modern office in 1820 to the 1990s. The poll of historians, biographers, and social scientists
produced a remarkably strong consensus.

Who were our best mayors? The list ranges from Boston's "Great Mayor" Josiah Quincy (1823–1828) to
New York City's Fiorello La Guardia (1934–1945), who is first on the all-time-best list. La Guardia, a
stouthearted fireplug of a man, built modern New York, fought Murder Incorporated, read the comics to
children over the air during a newspaper strike, and was a symbol of ethnic probity and honesty. Sandwiched
between Quincy and La Guardia are several other outstanding mayors, including Cleveland's Tom Johnson
(1901–1909), Pittsburgh's David Lawrence (1946–1959), Detroit's Hazen Pingree (1890–1897), and Los
Angeles's Tom Bradley (1973–1993).

Taking the first-worst prize among scoundrel mayors is Chicago's William H. "Big Bill" Thompson
(1915–1923, 1927–1931), one of the most colorful mayors in the city's history, if not the most corrupt. Big
Bill, also known as "Kaiser Bill" for his pro-German stand during World War I, accepted campaign funds
from gangsters including Al Capone. Also among the "worst" is another Chicago mayor, Jane Byrne
(1979–1983), the only woman on the list. Jersey City's Frank Hague (1917–1947) and Philadelphia's Frank
Rizzo (1972–1980) are among the other notable rascals who have sat in city halls.

The American Mayor presents complete findings of Holli's poll in jargon-free fashion. Holli explains the
results of the survey, gives biographical sketches of the ten best mayors, as well as some attention to the
worst, and then uses the findings of modern leadership studies to explore mayoral success and failure. He
concludes with a chapter titled "Pathways to Power," in which he reviews the New York City political milieu
that produced the nation's "best" mayor, Fiorello La Guardia, and also examines the career of the nation's
most successful big-city mayor, Buffalo's Grover Cleveland, the only mayor to become president of the
United States.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Durham:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The American Mayor: The Best and the Worst Big-
City Leaders. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book The American Mayor: The Best and the Worst Big-City Leaders. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Paula Adame:

Often the book The American Mayor: The Best and the Worst Big-City Leaders has a lot of information on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Joel Kiser:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The American Mayor: The Best and
the Worst Big-City Leaders is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Angel Martinez:

This The American Mayor: The Best and the Worst Big-City Leaders is new way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The
American Mayor: The Best and the Worst Big-City Leaders can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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