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"The fox knows many things, but the hedgehog knows one big thing." This ancient Greek aphorism,
preserved in a fragment from the poet Archilochus, describes the central thesis of Isaiah Berlin's masterly
essay on Leo Tolstoy and the philosophy of history, the subject of the epilogue to War and Peace. Although
there have been many interpretations of the adage, Berlin uses it to mark a fundamental distinction between
human beings who are fascinated by the infinite variety of things and those who relate everything to a
central, all-embracing system. Applied to Tolstoy, the saying illuminates a paradox that helps explain his
philosophy of history: Tolstoy was a fox, but believed in being a hedgehog. One of Berlin's most celebrated
works, this extraordinary essay offers profound insights about Tolstoy, historical understanding, and human
psychology.

This new edition features a revised text that supplants all previous versions, English translations of the many
passages in foreign languages, a new foreword in which Berlin biographer Michael Ignatieff explains the
enduring appeal of Berlin's essay, and a new appendix that provides rich context, including excerpts from
reviews and Berlin's letters, as well as a startling new interpretation of Archilochus's epigram.
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From reader reviews:

Lana Alvis:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Hedgehog and the
Fox: An Essay on Tolstoy's View of History, Second edition. All type of book is it possible to see on many
methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dale Vaught:

The actual book The Hedgehog and the Fox: An Essay on Tolstoy's View of History, Second edition will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Hedgehog
and the Fox: An Essay on Tolstoy's View of History, Second edition is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Orville Hightower:

The Hedgehog and the Fox: An Essay on Tolstoy's View of History, Second edition can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Hedgehog and the Fox: An Essay on Tolstoy's View of History, Second edition
but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial imagining.

Ana Smith:

Beside this The Hedgehog and the Fox: An Essay on Tolstoy's View of History, Second edition in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Hedgehog and the Fox: An Essay on Tolstoy's View of History,
Second edition because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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