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It is a familiar story line in nineteenth-century English novels: a hero must choose between money and love,
between the wealthy, materialistic, status-conscious woman who could enhance his social position and the
poorer, altruistic, independent-minded woman whom he loves. Elsie B. Michie explains what this common
marriage plot reveals about changing reactions to money in British culture.

It was in the novel that writers found space to articulate the anxieties surrounding money that developed
along with the rise of capitalism in nineteenth-century England. Michie focuses in particular on the character
of the wealthy heiress and how she, unlike her male counterpart, represents the tensions in British society
between the desire for wealth and advancement and the fear that economic development would blur the
traditional boundaries of social classes.

Michie explores how novelists of the period captured with particular vividness England’s ambivalent
emotional responses to its own financial successes and engaged questions identical to those raised by
political economists and moral philosophers. Each chapter reads a novelist alongside a contemporary thinker,
tracing the development of capitalism in Britain: Jane Austen and Adam Smith and the rise of commercial
society, Frances Trollope and Thomas Robert Malthus and industrialism, Anthony Trollope and Walter
Bagehot and the political influence of money, Margaret Oliphant and John Stuart Mill and professionalism
and managerial capitalism, and Henry James and Georg Simmel and the shift of economic dominance from
England to America.

Even the great romantic novels of the nineteenth century cannot disentangle themselves from the vulgar
question of money. Michie’s fresh reading of the marriage plot, and the choice between two women at its
heart, shows it to be as much about politics and economics as it is about personal choice.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Knudsen:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Reading a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Vulgar
Question of Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and the Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to Henry James
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michael Thompson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and the Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to
Henry James the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become
one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The The Vulgar Question of
Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and the Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to Henry James giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

David Shields:

This The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and the Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to
Henry James is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and the
Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to Henry James can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Sherri King:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses,



Materialism, and the Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to Henry James can give you a lot of friends
because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Vulgar Question of Money: Heiresses, Materialism, and the
Novel of Manners from Jane Austen to Henry James.
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