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In recent years, membership has dropped in traditional voluntary associations such as Rotary Clubs, Jaycees,
and bowling leagues. At the same time, concern is rising about the growth of paramilitary and hate groups.
Scholars have warned that these trends are undermining civic society by creating a dangerous number of
isolated, mistrustful individuals and organized, antisocial renegades. In this provocative book, however,
Nancy Rosenblum takes a new, less narrowly political approach to the study of groups. And she reaches
more optimistic conclusions about the state of civil society.

Rosenblum argues that we should judge associations not only by what they do for civic virtue, but also by
what they do for individual members. She shows that groups of all kinds--among them religious groups,
corporations, homeowner associations, secret societies, racial and cultural identity groups, prayer groups, and
even paramilitary groups--fill deep psychological and moral needs. And she contends that the failure to
recognize this has contributed to an alarmist view of their social impact. For example, she argues that,
although extremist groups have obvious antisocial aims, they constrain individuals who would be even more
dangerous as maladjusted loners. And she examines the rapid growth of small "support groups"--which are
usually dismissed as politically irrelevant--and shows that the moral support people find in such places as
prayer groups and self-help groups helps to cultivate the social trust some scholars say is disappearing.
Rosenblum concludes that, for practical and principled reasons, American democracy should permit
expansive freedom of association, illustrating her case with discussion of specific cases in law.

Rosenblum recognizes, however, that freedom has a price. She reminds us that some groups have oppressive
and even criminal tendencies, and she explores what liberal democracy should do to ensure that individuals
also have freedom within associations and freedom to exit. Throughout, Rosenblum writes eloquently and
with a powerful moral voice, drawing on law, practical politics, and psychology to produce an original
political theory of the moral uses of pluralism. The book adds remarkable depth and subtlety to one of the
leading subjects in contemporary social and political debate.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gonzalez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Membership and Morals.

David Mandujano:

This Membership and Morals book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Membership and Morals without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Membership and Morals can bring whenever you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Membership and Morals having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Hubert Wooten:

The book untitled Membership and Morals is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Membership and Morals from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Linda Barefoot:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that
really opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Membership and Morals, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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