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Grounded equally in discussions of theater history, literary genre, and theory, Martin Puchner's Stage Fright:
Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama explores the conflict between avant-garde theater and
modernism. While the avant-garde celebrated all things theatrical, a dominant strain of modernism tended to
define itself against the theater, valuing lyric poetry and the novel instead. Defenders of the theater dismiss
modernism's aversion to the stage and its mimicking actors as one more form of the old "anti-theatrical"
prejudice. But Puchner shows that modernism's ambivalence about the theater was shared even by
playwrights and directors and thus was a productive force responsible for some of the greatest achievements
in dramatic literature and theater.

A reaction to the aggressive theatricality of Wagner and his followers, the modernist backlash against the
theater led to the peculiar genre of the closet drama?a theatrical piece intended to be read rather than
staged?whose long-overlooked significance Puchner traces from the theatrical texts of Mallarmé and Stein to
the dramatic "Circe" chapter of Joyce's Ulysses. At times, then, the anti-theatrical impulse leads to a
withdrawal from the theater. At other times, however, it returns to the stage, when Yeats blends lyric poetry
with Japanese Nôh dancers, when Brecht controls the stage with novelistic techniques, and when Beckett
buries his actors in barrels and behind obsessive stage directions. The modernist theater thus owes much to
the closet drama whose literary strategies it blends with a new mise en scène. While offering an alternative
history of modernist theater and literature, Puchner also provides a new account of the contradictory forces
within modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Marcellus:

The book Stage Fright: Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book
Stage Fright: Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all
of these. Book Stage Fright: Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Griffin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Stage Fright: Modernism,
Anti-Theatricality, and Drama, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Michele Sexton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Stage Fright:
Modernism, Anti-Theatricality, and Drama will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Alice Weaver:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Stage Fright: Modernism,
Anti-Theatricality, and Drama.
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