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Based on a series of lectures delivered at Cornell University in the fall of 1949, and since revised, this is the
standard non-technical coverage of Egyptian and Babylonian mathematics and astronomy, and their
transmission to the Hellenistic world. Entirely modern in its data and conclusions, it reveals the surprising
sophistication of certain areas of early science, particularly Babylonian mathematics.
After a discussion of the number systems used in the ancient Near East (contrasting the Egyptian method of
additive computations with unit fractions and Babylonian place values), Dr. Neugebauer covers Babylonian
tables for numerical computation, approximations of the square root of 2 (with implications that the
Pythagorean Theorem was known more than a thousand years before Pythagoras), Pythagorean numbers,
quadratic equations with two unknowns, special cases of logarithms and various other algebraic and
geometric cases. Babylonian strength in algebraic and numerical work reveals a level of mathematical
development in many aspects comparable to the mathematics of the early Renaissance in Europe. This is in
contrast to the relatively primitive Egyptian mathematics. In the realm of astronomy, too, Dr. Neugebauer
describes an unexpected sophistication, which is interpreted less as the result of millennia of observations (as
used to be the interpretation) than as a competent mathematical apparatus. The transmission of this early
science and its further development in Hellenistic times is also described. An Appendix discusses certain
aspects of Greek astronomy and the indebtedness of the Copernican system to Ptolemaic and Islamic
methods.
Dr. Neugebauer has long enjoyed an international reputation as one of the foremost workers in the area of
premodern science. Many of his discoveries have revolutionized earlier understandings. In this volume he
presents a non-technical survey, with much material unique on this level, which can be read with great profit
by all interested in the history of science or history of culture. 14 plates. 52 figures.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Exact Sciences in Antiquity. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Exact Sciences
in Antiquity. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as
well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Peter Gomez:

Here thing why this The Exact Sciences in Antiquity are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. The Exact Sciences in Antiquity giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Exact Sciences in Antiquity. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which
is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in
your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
Exact Sciences in Antiquity in e-book can be your option.

Elizabeth Easterling:

The ability that you get from The Exact Sciences in Antiquity is the more deep you digging the information
that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but The Exact Sciences in Antiquity giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having that The Exact Sciences in Antiquity instantly.

Sarah Lopez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book The Exact Sciences in Antiquity it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly
to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.
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