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A dynamic figure in the pages of history, Major General William “Bull” Nelson played a formative role in
the Union’s success in Kentucky and the Western theater of the Civil War. Now, Donald A. Clark presents a
long-overdue examination of this irascible officer, his numerous accomplishments, and his grim fate. More
popularly known for his temper than his intrepid endeavors on behalf of the North, Nelson nevertheless
dedicated much of his life to his nation and the preservation of the Union.

The child of a privileged family, Nelson was one of the first officers to graduate from the newly
formed U.S. Naval Academy. His years in the Navy imbued in him the qualities of bravery, loyalty, and
fortitude; however, his term of service also seemed to breed an intolerance of others for which he became
infamous, and that ultimately led to his violent downfall. Clark sheds new light upon Nelson’s pre–Civil War
years as a naval officer, when he became a hardened veteran of battle, fighting at the siege of Veracruz and
the capture of Tabasco during the Mexican War in the 1840s. On the basis of Nelson’s military experience,
in 1861 President Lincoln sent him to Kentucky—which was considering secession—and Nelson rallied
loyalists and helped the Union prepare to maintain control of the state during the next several years of war.

Nelson went on to prove instrumental in blocking Confederate attempts to subdue Kentucky and the
West, serving important roles in the battle of Shiloh, General Henry W. Halleck’s advance against Corinth,
and Brigadier General Don Carlos Buell’s movement toward Chattanooga. But while some viewed his bold
maneuvers as the saving of the state, many others, including such notables as Ulysses S. Grant and William
Tecumseh Sherman, argued that Nelson’s actions merited no praise. Unfortunately for the general, the
question of his value to the Union abruptly became moot, as his achievements were shortly overshadowed by
ignominious rumors of scandal and abuse.

His involvement in the defense of Louisville gave Nelson a chance to redeem himself and restore his
military reputation, but the general’s famous temper soon robbed him of any potential glory. During
September of 1862, in a crime that was never prosecuted, fellow Union general Jefferson C. Davis shot and
killed Nelson after an argument. Clark explores this remarkable exception in military law, arguing that while
the fact of the murder was indisputable, many considered Davis a hero for having dispatched the so-called
tyrant. Although Nelson eventually received many posthumous honors for his indispensable role in the war,
justice was never sought for his murder.

A comprehensive study of this well-known, yet misunderstood American figure, The Notorious
“Bull” Nelson: Murdered Civil War General is an illuminating addition to the history of the Civil War.
Through Clark’s impeccable research and richly layered narrative, William “Bull” Nelson springs from the
pages as large and volatile as he was in life.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Bates:

This The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General book is simply not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General without
we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become
worry The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General can bring once you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General having excellent arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Thomas Obrien:

Why? Because this The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Ronald Johnson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General giving
you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life
in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Justin Perry:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around



the world. By book The Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The
Notorious "Bull" Nelson: Murdered Civil War General. You can more attractive than now.
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