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The city of an-Najaf, Iraq, is a provincial and market center located on the western branch of the Euphrates
River approximately 100 miles south of Baghdad. Its population (prewar) of 563,000 expands at times with
pilgrims to this important center of Islamic scholarship and theology. It is the location of several significant
shrines for Shi’a Muslims and boasts one of the largest cemeteries in the world. Its more recent history has
been marked by conflict of a political nature as the place of exile for Ayatollah Khomeini and site of the
assassination of Ayatollah Mohammad Sadiq. It served as the location of Shi’a resistance to perceived
political oppression and was a place of battle once more in 2004. This is a “battle study” written purposely
from the perspective of the Marines, soldiers, and sailors who fought at an-Najaf in August 2004. Some
context is needed to fit these events within the evolution of the campaigning in Iraq in 2004. The Americans
deployed to al-Anbar and an-Najaf Provinces, faced a variety of threats as Iraq attempted to again govern
itself. Threats were from disparate sources, including Sunni Fighters in Fallujah and Shi’a fighters in Najaf.
Behind each was the possibility of al-Qaeda in Iraq or criminal exploitation of any disruption of Coalition
efforts to establish responsible Iraqi Government. This complexity of threats did not lend itself to easy
solutions. In March 2004, Lieutenant General James T. Conway’s I Marine Expeditionary Force was faced
with an outbreak of Sunni insurgency in Fallujah. At the same time, a Shi’a uprising took place across Iraq,
including Baghdad, Najaf, an-Nasiriyah, al-Kut, al-Amarah, and Kirkuk. The fighting spread to Karbala,
Hillah, and Basrah with attacks on Iraqi and Coalition outposts. The fighting dropped off in June with the
establishment of the Iraqi Interim Government of Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, but the menace of further
violence remained. The Multi-National Force-Iraq, under General George W. Casey Jr., USA, felt that before
the Iraqis could be responsible for security in each province, the centers of violence had to be dealt with by a
“clear-hold-build” approach. Baghdad, Fallujah, and Najaf were thus targeted. When Muqtada al-Sadr
fomented another uprising in August, the recently arrived 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit found itself
assigned to quell the uprising in Najaf. It would be reinforced for this effort by two U.S. Army and four Iraqi
Army battalions. This narrative documents this effort from the small-unit level. The importance of the close
relationship between political and military force is emphasized. The intent is to provide a view of combat for
the education and training of Marines who might face similar circumstances.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed U.S. Marines in
Battle An-Najaf: August 2004? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have other opinion?

Luz Davis:

Here thing why that U.S. Marines in Battle An-Najaf: August 2004 are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. U.S. Marines in Battle An-Najaf: August 2004 giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with U.S. Marines in
Battle An-Najaf: August 2004. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of U.S. Marines in Battle An-Najaf: August 2004
in e-book can be your alternative.

Michelle Gilbert:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take U.S. Marines in Battle An-Najaf: August 2004 as the daily
resource information.

Duane Coley:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book U.S. Marines in Battle An-Najaf: August 2004 we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book U.S.
Marines in Battle An-Najaf: August 2004. You can more inviting than now.
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