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Today, Australia's response to asylum-seeking 'boat people' is a hot-button issue that feeds the political news
cycle. But the daily reports and political promises lack the historical context that would allow for informed
debate. Have we ever taken our fair share of refugees? Have our past responses been motivated by
humanitarian concerns or economic self-interest? Is the influx of 'boat people' over the last fifteen years
really unprecedented?

In this eloquent and informative book, historian Klaus Neumann examines both government policy and
public attitudes towards refugees and asylum seekers since Federation. He places the Australian story in the
context of global refugee movements, and international responses to them. Neumann examines many case
studies, including the resettlement of displaced persons from European refugee camps in the late 1940s and
early 1950s, and the panic generated by the arrival of Vietnamese asylum seekers during the 1977 federal
election campaign. By exploring the ways in which politicians have approached asylum-seeker issues in the
past, Neumann aims to inspire more creative thinking about current refugee and asylum-seeker policy.

Klaus Neumann is a historian based at Swinburne University's Institute for Social Research. His 2006 book
In the Interest of National Security won the John and Patricia Ward History Prize, while his Refuge
Australia: Australia's Humanitarian Record (2004) won the Australian Human Rights Commission's 2004
Human Rights Award for Non-Fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Across the Seas book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Dave Thomas:

This Across the Seas is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Across the Seas in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Doris Rice:

Beside this kind of Across the Seas in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Across the Seas because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Eddie Drennan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Across
the Seas.
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