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Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages investigates the common medieval belief that magic could cause
impotence, focusing particularly on the period 1150-1450. The subject has never been studied in detail
before, but there is a surprisingly large amount of information about it in four kinds of source: confessors'
manuals; medical compendia that discussed many illnesses; commentaries on canon law; and theological
commentaries on the Sentences of Peter Lombard. Although most historians of medieval culture focus on
only one or two of these kinds of source, a broader comparison reveals that medieval writers held
surprisingly diverse opinions about what magic was, how it worked, and whether it was ever legitimate to
use it.

Medieval discussions of magically caused impotence also include a great deal of information about magical
practices, most of which have not been studied before. In particular, these sources say a great deal about
popular magic, a subject which has been particularly neglected by historians because the evidence is scanty
and difficult to interpret. Magic and Impotence makes new information about popular magic available for the
first time.

Magic and Impotence also examines why the authors of legal, medical, and theological texts were so
interested in popular magical practices relating to impotence. It therefore uses magically caused impotence as
a case-study to explore the relationship between elite and popular culture. In particular, this study
emphasizes the importance of the thirteenth-century pastoral reform movement, which sought to enforce
more orthodox religious practices. Historians have often noted that this movement brought churchmen into
contact with popular beliefs, but this is the first study to demonstrate the profound effect it had on theological
and legal ideas about magic.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Walker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages. Try to the actual book
Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Marvin Boyer:

The particular book Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Edward Stevenson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages can make you feel more interested to read.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
To be creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Magic and Impotence in the Middle Ages. You can
more inviting than now.
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