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In 1950, when Joseph Stalin, Mao Zedong, Ho Chi Minh and Kim Il-Sung met in Moscow to discuss the
future, they had reason to feel optimistic. International communism seemed everywhere on the offensive:
Stalin was at the height of his power; all of Eastern Europe was securely in the Soviet camp; America's
monopoly on nuclear weapons was a thing of the past; and Mao's forces had assumed control over the
world's most populous country. Everywhere on the globe, colonialism left the West morally compromised.
The story of the previous five decades, which saw severe economic depression, two world wars, a nearly
successful attempt to wipe out the Jews, and the invention of weapons capable of wiping out everyone, was
one of worst fears confirmed, and there seemed as of 1950 little sign, at least to the West, that the next fifty
years would be any less dark.

In fact, of course, the century's end brought the widespread triumph of political and economic freedom over
its ideological enemies. How did this happen? How did fear become hope? In The Cold War, John Lewis
Gaddis makes a major contribution to our understanding of this epochal story. Beginning with World War II
and ending with the collapse of the Soviet Union, he provides a thrilling account of the strategic dynamics
that drove the age, rich with illuminating portraits of its major personalities and much fresh insight into its
most crucial events. The first significant distillation of cold war scholarship for a general readership, The
Cold War contains much new and often startling information drawn from newly opened Soviet, East
European, and Chinese archives. Now, as America once again finds itself in a global confrontation with an
implacable ideological enemy, The Cold War tells a story whose lessons it is vitally necessary to understand.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Stewart:

This The Cold War: A New History book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
The Cold War: A New History without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Cold War: A New History can bring once you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This The Cold War: A New History having very good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Marianne Haglund:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Cold War: A New History, you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Mary McCollum:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Cold War:
A New History which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Mario Davis:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the The Cold War: A New History when you essential it?
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