
A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie
in Colonial Congo

Nancy Rose Hunt

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0822359650
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0822359650
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0822359650


A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in
Colonial Congo

Nancy Rose Hunt

A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo Nancy Rose Hunt
In A Nervous State, Nancy Rose Hunt considers the afterlives of violence and harm in King Leopold’s
Congo Free State. Discarding catastrophe as narrative form, she instead brings alive a history of colonial
nervousness. This mood suffused medical investigations, security operations, and vernacular healing
movements. With a heuristic of two colonial states—one "nervous," one biopolitical—the analysis alternates
between medical research into birthrates, gonorrhea, and childlessness and the securitization of subaltern
"therapeutic insurgencies." By the time of Belgian Congo’s famed postwar developmentalist schemes, a
shining infertility clinic stood near a bleak penal colony, both sited where a notorious Leopoldian rubber
company once enabled rape and mutilation. Hunt’s history bursts with layers of perceptibility and song,
conveying everyday surfaces and daydreams of subalterns and colonials alike. Congolese endured and
evaded forced labor and medical and security screening. Quick-witted, they stirred unease through healing,
wonder, memory, and dance. This capacious medical history sheds light on Congolese sexual and musical
economies, on practices of distraction, urbanity, and hedonism. Drawing on theoretical concepts from
Georges Canguilhem, Georges Balandier, and Gaston Bachelard, Hunt provides a bold new framework for
teasing out the complexities of colonial history.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Sheffield:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The A Nervous State:
Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Elsie Port:

The actual book A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and
Reverie in Colonial Congo is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Stacee Stern:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in
Colonial Congo can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Charles Edwards:

The book untitled A Nervous State: Violence, Remedies, and Reverie in Colonial Congo contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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