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American literature abounds with orphans who experience adoption or placements that resemble adoption.
These narratives do more than describe adventures of children living away from home. They tell an
American story of family and national identity. In literature from the seventeenth to the early twentieth
century, adoption functions as narrative event and trope to recount the American migratory experience, the
impact of Calvinist faith, and the growth of democratic individualism.

The literary roots of adoption appear in the discourse of Puritan settlers, who ambivalently took leave of their
birth country and portrayed themselves as abandoned offspring. Believing they were chosen children of God,
they also prayed for spiritual adoption and emulated God's grace by extending adoption to others.
Nineteenth-century literature develops from this idea of adoption as salvation and from simultaneous
attachments to the Old World and New. In fiction of the mid-nineteenth century, adoption also reflects the
importance of nurture in childrearing and the nation's increased mobility. Middle-class concerns over
immigration and urbanization appear in the form of orphancy and are addressed through adoption. For some,
adoption signals a fresh start and the opportunity for success without genealogical constraints. Other times,
particularly for girls and children of color, it suggests dependence, reflecting contemporary gender and racial
biases.

A complex signifier of difference, adoption gives voice to concurrent and sometimes contradictory calls to
origins and new beginnings; to feelings of worthiness and unworthiness. In writings from John Winthrop and
Cotton Mather to Nathaniel Hawthorne, Louisa May Alcott, and Edith Wharton, Carol Singley reveals how
adoption both replicates and challenges genealogical norms, evoking ambivalence and playing a foundational
role in the shaping of many of our most dearly held national mythologies.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Adopting America: Childhood, Kinship, and National Identity in Literature.
Try to face the book Adopting America: Childhood, Kinship, and National Identity in Literature as your pal.
It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

James Davis:

This book untitled Adopting America: Childhood, Kinship, and National Identity in Literature to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

George Hale:

The book Adopting America: Childhood, Kinship, and National Identity in Literature has a lot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Stephanie Bush:

Adopting America: Childhood, Kinship, and National Identity in Literature can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Adopting
America: Childhood, Kinship, and National Identity in Literature yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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