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Before Columbus, the Americas were populated by many indigenous cultures, with a great diversity of
religions. After 1492, European governments and churches dominated religious life. While Roman
Catholicism was the official religion, great religious hybridization occurred, mixing European, indigenous,
and often African traditions into distinctly New World forms. Latin American Religions provides an
introduction through documents to the historical development and contemporary expressions of religious life
in South and Central America, Mexico, and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean. A central feature of this text is
its inclusion of both primary and secondary materials, including letters, sermons, journal entries, ritual
manuals, and ancient sacred texts. These documents provide readers with direct access to the voices of
adherents, enabling them to act as academic investigators, experiencing and interpreting the same texts on
which historians draw. The documents are framed by substantive introductions which provide both historical
context and theoretical insights for the study of these religions traditions and the ways in which they have
developed over time. From the religious traditions of the Mayas and Aztecs and of the African diaspora, to
official and popular Catholicism, to liberation theology, the rise of Pentecostalism, and emerging trends and
new religious movements in Latin America, this new work offers a concise overview of this fascinating field.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Latin American Religions: Histories and
Documents in Context has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Latin American Religions: Histories and
Documents in Context is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while
using book Latin American Religions: Histories and Documents in Context. You never truly feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Mary Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by surrounding. One
thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a
publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case who
want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Latin American Religions: Histories and
Documents in Context book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Elaine Gold:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be read. Latin
American Religions: Histories and Documents in Context can be your answer since it can be read by a
person who have those short spare time problems.

George Hughes:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Latin American Religions: Histories
and Documents in Context which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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