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This book contributes to the small but growing literature on the interaction between religion and power in
antiquity. Edwards focusses on the eastern "Greek" provinces in the first and second centuries A.D.--the
period during which Christianity, Judaism, and numerous other religions and cults exploded across the
Roman Empire. His purpose is to show how the local elite classes appropriated and manipulated mythic and
religious images and practices to establish and consolidate their social, political, and economic power.

Edwards considers both archaeological and literary evidence. He examines coins, epigraphs, statuary,
building complexes, mosaics, and paintings from across Asia Minor and Syria-Palestine looking for evidence
of sponsorship by local elites and the meaning of such sponsorship. On the literary side, Edwards selects one
representative figure from each of the three major religio-cultural traditions: the Greek writer, Chariton of
Aphrodisias; the Jewish historian, Josephus; and the Christian evangelist, the author of Luke Acts. He
illustrates how each writer's use of religion reflects the interaction of local elite groups with the "web of
power" that existed in political, cultural, and social spheres of the Roman Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Donovan Pena:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be Religion and Power: Pagans, Jews, and Christians in the Greek East why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Rose Waldman:

This Religion and Power: Pagans, Jews, and Christians in the Greek East is great publication for you because
the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Religion and Power: Pagans, Jews, and Christians in the Greek East in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Maryann Carson:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Religion and Power: Pagans, Jews, and Christians in the
Greek East. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Edward Davidson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Religion
and Power: Pagans, Jews, and Christians in the Greek East.
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