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When the United States took control of the Philippines and Puerto Rico in the wake of the Spanish-American
War, it declared that it would transform its new colonies through lessons in self-government and the ways of
American-style democracy. In both territories, U.S. colonial officials built extensive public school systems,
and they set up American-style elections and governmental institutions. The officials aimed their lessons in
democratic government at the political elite: the relatively small class of the wealthy, educated, and
politically powerful within each colony. While they retained ultimate control for themselves, the Americans
let the elite vote, hold local office, and formulate legislation in national assemblies.

American Empire and the Politics of Meaning is an examination of how these efforts to provide the elite of
Puerto Rico and the Philippines a practical education in self-government played out on the ground in the
early years of American colonial rule, from 1898 until 1912. It is the first systematic comparative analysis of
these early exercises in American imperial power. The sociologist Julian Go unravels how American
authorities used “culture” as both a tool and a target of rule, and how the Puerto Rican and Philippine elite
received, creatively engaged, and sometimes silently subverted the Americans’ ostensibly benign intentions.
Rather than finding that the attempt to transplant American-style democracy led to incommensurable
“culture clashes,” Go assesses complex processes of cultural accommodation and transformation. By
combining rich historical detail with broader theories of meaning, culture, and colonialism, he provides an
innovative study of the hidden intersections of political power and cultural meaning-making in America’s
earliest overseas empire.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book American Empire and the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political
Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto Rico during U.S. Colonialism (Politics, History, and Culture) was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book American Empire and the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political Cultures in the
Philippines and Puerto Rico during U.S. Colonialism (Politics, History, and Culture) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book American Empire
and the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto Rico during U.S.
Colonialism (Politics, History, and Culture). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Hugo Mann:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept American
Empire and the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto Rico during U.S.
Colonialism (Politics, History, and Culture) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The particular book untitled American Empire and the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political
Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto Rico during U.S. Colonialism (Politics, History, and Culture)is one of
several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within
this book.

Glen Bass:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love American Empire and the Politics of Meaning: Elite
Political Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto Rico during U.S. Colonialism (Politics, History, and Culture),
you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.



Naomi Dillon:

This American Empire and the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto
Rico during U.S. Colonialism (Politics, History, and Culture) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this American
Empire and the Politics of Meaning: Elite Political Cultures in the Philippines and Puerto Rico during U.S.
Colonialism (Politics, History, and Culture) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
along with knowledge.
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