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Leg over Leg recounts the life, from birth to middle age, of “the Fariyaq,” alter ego of Ahmad Faris al-
Shidyaq, a pivotal figure in the intellectual and literary history of the modern Arab world. The always
edifying and often hilarious adventures of the Fariyaq, as he moves from his native Lebanon to Egypt, Malta,
Tunis, England, and France, provide the author with grist for wide-ranging discussions of the intellectual and
social issues of his time, including the ignorance and corruption of the Lebanese religious and secular
establishments, freedom of conscience, women’s rights, sexual relationships between men and women, the
manners and customs of Europeans and Middle Easterners, and the differences between contemporary
European and Arabic literatures, all the while celebrating the genius and beauty of the classical Arabic
language.

Volumes Three and Four see the peripatetic Fariyaq fall in love and convert to Catholicism for twenty-four
hours in order to marry. Although the narrative revolves around a series of debates over the nature of male-
female relationships, opportunities also arise for disquisitions on the physical and moral significance of such
diverse topics as the buttocks, the unreliability of virginity tests, and the human capacity for self-delusion.
Lengthy stays in England and France allow for animadversions on the table manners and sexual aberrations
of their citizens, but the discussion, whether it involve dance-halls, pleasure gardens, or poetry, almost
always ends up returning to gender relations.

Akin to Sterne and Rabelais in his satirical outlook and technical inventiveness, al-Shidyaq produced in Leg
Over Leg a work that is unique and unclassifiable. It was initially widely condemned for its attacks on
authority, its religious skepticism, and its “obscenity,” and later editions were often abridged. This is the first
complete English translation of this groundbreaking work.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

The book Leg over Leg: Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Leg over Leg:
Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Leg over Leg: Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by
open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Case:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Leg over Leg:
Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Margaret Watkins:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Leg over Leg: Volumes Three and Four
(Library of Arabic Literature) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Sheila Dickerson:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. With the book Leg over Leg: Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature) we
can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with
this book Leg over Leg: Volumes Three and Four (Library of Arabic Literature). You can more attractive
than now.
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