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The central contention of the "New Atheism" of Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, Sam Harris, and
Christopher Hitchens is that there has for several centuries been a war between science and religion, that
religion has been steadily losing that war, and that at this point in human history a completely secular
scientific account of the world has been worked out in such thorough and convincing detail that there is no
longer any reason why a rational and educated person should find the claims of any religion the least bit
worthy of attention.

But as Edward Feser argues in The Last Superstition, in fact there is not, and never has been, any war
between science and religion at all. There has instead been a conflict between two entirely philosophical
conceptions of the natural order: on the one hand, the classical "teleological" vision of Plato, Aristotle,
Augustine, and Aquinas, on which purpose or goal-directedness is as inherent a feature of the physical world
as mass or electric charge; and the modern "mechanical" vision of Descartes, Hobbes, Locke, and Hume,
according to which the physical world is comprised of nothing more than purposeless, meaningless particles
in motion. The modern "mechanical" picture has never been established by science, and cannot be, for it is
not a scientific theory in the first place but merely a philosophical interpretation of science.

Not only is this modern philosophical picture rationally unfounded, it is demonstrably false. For the
"mechanical" conception of the natural world, when worked out consistently, absurdly entails that
rationality, and indeed the human mind itself, are illusory. The so-called "scientific worldview" championed
by the New Atheists thus inevitably undermines its own rational foundations; and into the bargain it
undermines the foundations of any possible morality as well.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

The book The Last Superstition: A Refutation of the New Atheism make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Last Superstition: A
Refutation of the New Atheism to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like open and read a reserve The Last Superstition: A Refutation of the New Atheism. Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Mary Adam:

This The Last Superstition: A Refutation of the New Atheism book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. That The Last Superstition: A Refutation of the New Atheism without we understand teach the
one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Last
Superstition: A Refutation of the New Atheism can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Last Superstition: A Refutation of the New Atheism having excellent arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

June Slater:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Last Superstition: A Refutation of the New Atheism, you may tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Diana Erickson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Last Superstition: A Refutation of the New
Atheism can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that



they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Last Superstition: A
Refutation of the New Atheism.
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