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"[A] fine ethnographic study of a rigid, militaristic, masculinist bureaucracy, the Border Patrol. . . . Using
vivid prose, Maril weaves the complex history of south Texas, with its race and class injustices, into the text
and makes deft critiques of the ways the bureaucracy and its chaotic environment shape the agents' behavior
and language. . . . Highly recommended."—Choice"[Explores] the deeper, darker, and less obvious parts of
[Texas] history and culture. . . . To the book's great benefit, it addresses the history behind the many
intriguing tales of the border patrol."—Austin Chronicle"Entertaining . . . Maril has done a great service in
delivering a very readable book about what really goes on at America's most porous border."—San Antonio
Express-News"Engaging and enlightening . . . An uncensored look at a branch of the U.S. government that
rarely lets in outsiders."—McAllen MonitorAs the 110,000 residents of McAllen, Texas, sleep soundly, a
small number of U.S. Border Patrol agents wait in dark shadows on the northern bank of the Rio Grande.
Those thinly spread watchers are the first line of defense against a chaotic tide of undocumented workers
struggling to cross the river to El Norte and small, fiercely determined groups of drug smugglers with huge
sums of money at stake.Patrolling Chaos is based on extensive ethnographic field work focusing on one
station of three hundred agents over a two-year period. It follows twelve typical agents, men and women, as
they go about their regular ten-hour patrols along the border. It describes the daily challenges and risks they
face and the perspectives and insights they hold as a result of their extensive, first-hand experience with the
hard realities of immigration policy, the war on drugs, and the threat of terrorist infiltration.Robert Lee Maril
writes about the surveillance and apprehension of thousands of undocumented workers, drug interdictions
involving huge quantities of marijuana and cocaine, the deaths of illegal immigrants by drowning and as a
result of high-speed chases, corruption among law enforcers, and other events that shape the work lives of
agents. The book also describes the impact of the 9/11 attacks on border security and on the personal lives of
the agents and their families.This account of the world of U.S. Border Patrol agents will contribute to a more
comprehensive understanding of our border with Mexico, the people and the resources of the borderlands,
the constant flow of illegal immigrants and drugs, and new challenges confronting the enforcement of laws
and policy in light of international terrorism.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called Patrolling
Chaos: The U.S. Border Patrol in Deep South Texas? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Michelle Chase:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Patrolling Chaos: The U.S. Border Patrol in Deep South Texas as the daily
resource information.

Alice Ybarra:

This book untitled Patrolling Chaos: The U.S. Border Patrol in Deep South Texas to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Nancy Lundy:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Patrolling Chaos: The U.S. Border Patrol in
Deep South Texas reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Patrolling Chaos: The U.S.
Border Patrol in Deep South Texas as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.
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