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Is voting out of fashion? Does it matter if voters don't show up at the polls? If yes, is legal enforcement of
voting compatible with democracy? These are just a few of the questions linked to the thorny problem of
electoral abstention. This book addresses the hot question whether there is a duty to vote and if this is
enforceable in the form of compulsory voting.

Divided into two parts, Anthoula Malkopoulou begins by expertly presenting the importance of compulsory
voting today, situating the debate within the contemporary discussion on liberty, equality and democracy.
Then, she questions the historical origins of the idea in Europe. In particular, she examines parliamentary
discussions and other primary sources from France and Greece, including a few additional insights from
other countries like Switzerland and Belgium. Focusing especially on the years between 1870 and 1930, the
reader learns about the historical actors of the debates, their efforts to legitimate punishment of abstention
through normative arguments, but also their strategic motivations and political interests. While discussions at
the beginning of the century focus on introducing compulsory voting, Malkopoulou criticizes its misuse after
the Second World War, exposing the contingency of relevant normative claims today and the conditionality
of compulsory voting.

From ancient times until today, you learn about the ideological debates, their political context and how the
problems of equal representation and democratic moderation persist through the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Clementine Frazier:

The ability that you get from The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge
Studies in Social and Political Thought) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within
the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but
The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political
Thought) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The History of
Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought)
instantly.

Mildred Hall:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The History of
Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled
The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies in Social and Political
Thought)is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Anthony Alfaro:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty?
(Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Richard Manning:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps



playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book The History of Compulsory Voting in Europe: Democracy's Duty? (Routledge Studies
in Social and Political Thought) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price
is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.
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