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A brutally honest depiction of day-to-day combat in World War II . . .

A rarely frank account of the U.S. infantry experience in northern Europe, A Foot Soldier for Patton takes
the reader from the beaches of Normandy through the giddy drive across France, to the brutal battles on the
Westwall, in the Ardennes, and finally to the conquest of Germany itself.

Patton’s army is best known for dashing armored attacks, its commander combining the firepower of tanks
with their historic lineage as cavalry. But when the Germans stood firm the greatest fighting was done by
Patton’s long undersung infantry?the foot sloggers who were called upon to reduce enemy strong points, and
who took the brunt of German counterattacks.

Michael Bilder, a member of the 5th Infantry (“Red Diamond” division), played a unique role in the Third
Army’s onslaught. A rifleman foremost, he was also a German-speaker, called upon for interrogations and
special duties. Also a combat lifeguard, he played a key role in successive river crossings. An astute
observer, he relates dozens of fascinating insights into the campaign, from dealing with German snipers to
intoxicated Frenchwomen, as well as relaying the often morbid humor of combat. Laughter, for example,
erupts among Bilder’s unit when a hated Graves Registration officer, known for robbing the pockets of the
dead, gets his hand blown off by a German booby trap.

When the 5th Infantry comes up against the fortress of Metz, the battle is detailed in all its horror, as is the
sudden drive into the flank of the Bulge, where the Americans face their first winter battle against enemy
veterans of Russia. Incidents common to the ordinary GI, but which seldom see the light of day in histories,
are routinely related in this book, enriching the reader’s sense of the true reality of World War II combat.

REVIEWS

"…compelling reading about GI level combat in WWII Europe. I never expected it to be this good, but it is."
Magweb, 12/2008

“…an excellent if often searing account of life as front line combat soldier in some of the worst actions of
the ETO.”
Military Modeling, 01/2009

“…a brutally honest depiction of f day-to-day combat in hedgerow country…relates dozens of fascinating
insights into the drive to the Westwall…
Incidents common to the ordinary GI during extreme combat conditions, but which seldom see the light of
day in any histories are related… enhanced my understanding of the true reality of combat…”
AMPS, 04/2009

“…tells a vivid story of his adventures from his enlistment to demob as a conscript in the US 5th Infantry



Division.”
HMVF, 06/2009

“…provides an important and worthwhile glimpse inside the Army that fought across Europe.”
Fredericksburg Free-Lance Star, 02/2010

a treasure that told of front line combat with honesty…enriched the study of history by providing the
perspective of one man who had experienced the horror of war and the joy of homecoming. I had certainly
enjoyed this book.
World War II Database
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From reader reviews:

Robert Franco:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red
Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a new book A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red
Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army. You can add information and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Andrew Fogarty:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the e-book untitled A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond"
Infantryman with the US Third Army can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Barbara Lewis:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman
with the US Third Army can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short
spare time problems.

Jerry Goble:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book A
Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book.
Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this
book A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army. You
can more pleasing than now.



Download and Read Online A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of
a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army Michael C.
Bilder, James G. Bilder #SIM1FX37LB4



Read A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond"
Infantryman with the US Third Army by Michael C. Bilder, James
G. Bilder for online ebook

A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army by Michael
C. Bilder, James G. Bilder Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read A Foot Soldier for Patton: The
Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army by Michael C. Bilder, James G. Bilder
books to read online.

Online A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the
US Third Army by Michael C. Bilder, James G. Bilder ebook PDF download

A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army by
Michael C. Bilder, James G. Bilder Doc

A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army by Michael C. Bilder,
James G. Bilder Mobipocket

A Foot Soldier for Patton: The Story of a "Red Diamond" Infantryman with the US Third Army by Michael C. Bilder,
James G. Bilder EPub


