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As the French public debates its present diversity and its colonial past, few remember that between 1946 and
1960 the inhabitants of French colonies possessed the rights of French citizens. Moreover, they did not have
to conform to the French civil code that regulated marriage and inheritance. One could, in principle, be a
citizen and different too. Citizenship between Empire and Nation examines momentous changes in notions of
citizenship, sovereignty, nation, state, and empire in a time of acute uncertainty about the future of a world
that had earlier been divided into colonial empires.

Frederick Cooper explains how African political leaders at the end of World War II strove to abolish the
entrenched distinction between colonial "subject" and "citizen." They then used their new status to claim
social, economic, and political equality with other French citizens, in the face of resistance from defenders of
a colonial order. Africans balanced their quest for equality with a desire to express an African political
personality. They hoped to combine a degree of autonomy with participation in a larger, Franco-African
ensemble. French leaders, trying to hold on to a large French polity, debated how much autonomy and how
much equality they could concede. Both sides looked to versions of federalism as alternatives to empire and
the nation-state. The French government had to confront the high costs of an empire of citizens, while
Africans could not agree with French leaders or among themselves on how to balance their contradictory
imperatives. Cooper shows how both France and its former colonies backed into more "national" conceptions
of the state than either had sought.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Citizenship between Empire and Nation:
Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Johnna Chapin:

The e-book untitled Citizenship between Empire and Nation: Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-
1960 is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Citizenship
between Empire and Nation: Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960 from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Brian Nelson:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among
the books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Citizenship between Empire and Nation:
Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.

Sean Bass:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named
of book Citizenship between Empire and Nation: Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-1960. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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